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VH RSC Revd. Chris Clerke (Menindee, N.S.W.). 

AJMew Year is a natural time for reflection and future planning. Writing this 
article early in 1977 is therefore useful to me and, I hope, will be informative to 
readers. 

The greatest change last year came because of the aircraft I bought in 
February to use as the main "out of town" vehicle. (I bought the 'plane as a 
personal investment. The travelling fund — which is supported by local 
giving and by B.C.A. subsidies — meets running expenses.) The purchase of 
the 'plane meant that the past year was one of learning how best to use it. 
When you use the car it is a case of "call everywhere on the particular road 
being followed, in the order you come to them", but with the 'plane I can 
decide where to go. This means that I can call for pastoral, rather than 
geographical reasons. Wisdom and guidance are needed, so do continue to 
pray for us in this matter. 

The year was also marked by problems connected with regulations and 
those which are almost inevitable with a secondhand machine. These all 
seem now to have been ironed out. The engine is running perfectly since the 
last little mechanical problem arose and was repaired during Mr. Daniel's visit 
in late October. An added satisfaction about the 'plane is that it is now the 
best equipped aircraft in the area for long range communication. This is 
because of the long range (H.F.) radio which has been installed. There were 
great delays with licensing and supply of equipment but all is now in place 
and working. God's hand was in it all for the delays gave time for careful 
thought over what really would be best. Cost was a big factor and just at a 
critical time came the gift from the Parish of Willoughby East of the sum of 
money I felt was needed. Not least of the advantages of the equipment is the 
fact that I can be in constant touch with the Menindee Rectory. Readers can 
imagine how it will help Marilyn when I am away. 

All this equipment makes a regular pattern of ministry much more possible 
in visiting towns and stations for services, schools for religious instruction and 
generally meeting people. On Christmas Day flying to Olary (S.A.) for 
morning service I had a call (on the new radio) "Romeo Sierra Charlie (our 
call-sign) this is 955 (Wiawera Station call-sign) you have an hour before 
Service, we are coming in to it, stop for a cup of coffee and come in with us". 
I gladly acknowledged and accepted the invitation. This all sounds fine, and it 
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Our cover picture — is from Weipa (Queensland) 
where the Reverend Malcolm Babbage (pictured) is 
B.C.A. missioner. It shows one of the construction 
camps as well as part of the mining area and 
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Revd. Chris Clerke inspects VH RSC 

is, but I would add that this family was the whole congregation in Olary that 
day. The towns I visit are small and the congregations are usually small. 
Sometimes a service will be planned and nobody will come, but on occasions 
there is the kind of attendance that is most encouraging for a small town. 

Most of the stations only have one family resident, so the task of getting a 
group together for a service is a large one. In the parish generally the ministry 
is mostly to small groups. Please pray especially for wisdom in my contact 
with people and how I should behave. If I arrive at a place where people are 
busy, is my time best spent moving on elsewhere, or should I put on overalls 
and help them for the day? Should I ask people to try to arrange services in 
their areas or should I wait until I am asked? When we do have a gathering 
should I seek to be entertaining and evangelistic (mainly showing Gospel 
movies, etc.) or should I try to build on foundations laid and try to establish 
patterns of services? So I repeat, please pray for wisdom. 

The home base, Menindee, does not seem to be a very strong Christian 
centre. Now that a Christian headmaster and his family have left Menindee 
the nucleus of our congregations (both Methodist and C. of E.) consists of 
myself and family plus the staff of the Methodist Nursing Service. We do 
have opportunities for contact with people, but mainly through children. We 
have a combined Methodist/Anglican Sunday School, I run a C.E.B.S. branch 
and the Methodists run a girls' club (Rays). An interesting development this 
year has been the request by some local Aboriginal people for me to lead 
meetings in their homes. This has become a weekly meeting usually with 
about 12-20 adults and children present. 

Along with occasional requests for funerals, weddings and baptisms, the 
above are some of the areas of contact which we have with people. Over 
the past few years we have seen very little outward result, but over against 
this disappointing feature we do have many causes for encouragement. 
Words cannot say what the support of the B.C.A. family and our Bishop, the 
Rt. Reverend Barry Hunter, mean to us. We are enjoying general family health 
and happiness and we do find it a thrill to be here. Bishop Witt put it exactly 
into words at the Country Conference when he said, "It is a thrill to try to 
explain and make real to people the things of God — things that are quite 
foreign to their usual lines of thought." The challenge is to reduce the Gospel 
in no way, but to translate it into actions and words that are understandable to 
those among whom we live and to whom we seek to minister. (VH RSC is the 
official registration of Chris Clerke's 'plane.) 



WE INTRODUCE . . . 
The Reverend Wakely Wade. By the time this issue of the "Real 

Australian" comes into the hands of the B.C.A. family, the Reverend Wakely 
Wade will have entered on his service as the N.S.W. Secretary of the Society. 

Wakely has served in several parishes in the Diocese of Sydney and has 
always had a deep interest in and concern for the work of B.C.A. He has 
visited some areas in which the Society serves. In no sense does he "come as 
a stranger" into this new sphere of ministry. 

The Reverend Royce Thompson. Royce is to become the B.C.A. 
missioner at Kununurra in the Diocese of North West Australia in succession 
to the Reverend Keith Wheeler. With his wife, Susan, and two young 
children, he has already begun his ministry in his new parish. Royce did his 
theological training at Ridley College, Melbourne, and served as assistant in 
the Parish of St. John's, Bentleigh. 

Miss Coryn O'IMians. Coryn has been appointed to the staff of 
Nungalinya College at Darwin in Northern Australia and has been accepted as 
a B.C.A. worker. She will be very much occupied with the Theological 
Education by Extension (T.E.E.) programme serving as a secretary and tutor. 
At the same time she will be introduced to and trained in the work of a 
librarian by Mrs. Keith Cole (wife of the principal of the college). 

Coryn graduated in Arts at the University of Sydney and has successfully 
completed the Th.L and London B.D. courses. She was a very active and 
involved member of the congregation of St. Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney, 
before taking up her duties at Darwin in January. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Brown. The vacancy at the B.C.A. Hostel, Broken 
Hill is to be filled by Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Judith Brown. With their four 
children they moved from Sydney in time to get settled in at Broken Hill 
before the boys began to arrive to begin another year. The Browns know the 
challenge they face in looking after so large a family and will appreciate your 
support in prayer and concern. 

Miss Coryn 
O'Nians 
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SERVING. . . 
IN REMOTE AUSTRALIA 

Sister Pat Watts, Cook, S.A. 

The words at the head of this article are taken from the Society's letterhead 
and one is made very much aware of their meaning when there is a medical 
emergency out here in the middle of the Nullarbor Plajn. 

Recently I happened to be on my own in the hospital and because it is the 
time of year when our apricots are ripe, I was well and truly occupied with 
preserving and jam making. Just after 1.00 p.m. the train-control telephone 
rang and on answering I heard the voice of one of the B.C.A. Sisters at 
Tarcoola Hospital (500 km east). Even while she was speaking to me a call 
came on the other 'phone and there was a very distressed woman in a 
location 140 km west of Cook. Her sixteen month old child had just drunk 
kerosene and was unconscious. After quickly giving instructions as to what 
to do until help arrived, I suggested that someone bring her and the child 
toward Cook by section car (a covered trolley on railway wheels) and 
meanwhile I would travel toward her so that precious time would not be lost. 

I collected a few things that could be useful in the whole situation and 
because the section car closest to me was some 20 km out of town, I had to 
get there in the Toyota. My journey in the section car was in the blazing sun 
with the temperature around 42°C. When the two cars met, I quickly 
checked the child who was wide awake at this stage and then transferred 
both mother and child for the journey back to Cook where we arrived about 
4.30 p.m. The child was hospitalised overnight, but was discharged the next 
morning. 

The same kind of emergencies happen very frequently with people 
needing attention because of accidents, spider bites and many other things. 

People often say, "Don't you get bored?" or "What do you do in your spare 
time?". The answer is we don't have much spare time, nor do we get bored. 
There is always something happening or someone to attend to. Of course 
sometimes everything may be quiet, routine and perhaps uninteresting, but it 
never seems to stay that way for long. There is the medical work, house-
keeping, book-keeping, gardening and the spiritual outreach. There is quite a 
variety of tasks to be tackled and here at Cook Hospital we see them as part 
of our service in remote Australia. 

It is indeed a challenging work in so many ways. The tragedy is that there is 
a shortage of workers to carry out the task. All about us we are reminded that 
the time is short in regard to having opportunity to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ with those who live and work in the remote areas of our land. 
We covet your continuing prayer for us here in Cook Hospital and we ask you 
to pray that replacement staff may soon be found. 

Revd. Wakely 
Wade 

Revd. Royce 
Thompson 

Mrs. and Mrs. 
Dennis Brown • I 
and Family 



Revd. Gil Linden Arthur Jackson 

Meet Ted, Charlie, Arthur, 
Geoff and George 
as introduced by the Revd. Gil Linden, Winton, Qld. 

"In Queensland the outback begins at Winton," — that is what many 
people say. It is an area of striking contrasts — drought and flood, joy and 
sadness, and there are very few "in-betweens". 

After nine months of very dry weather "Cyclone Ted" roared down from 
the Gulf. The rain came, so did the wind, an icy wind. The searing heatwave 
of early December gave way to wintry conditions in Winton and remember 
this just before Christmas and in the tropics! Within a few hours the worst 
had happened. In a triangle between Winton, Julia Creek and Hughenden an 
estimated one hundred thousand cattle and two hundred thousand sheep 
died in the cold wind. 

Ministry over the last few years in Winton has been a "stop-go" affair. 
Drought came — the parish lurched from one financial crisis to another — 
clergy came and went. B.C.A. arrived and its first ministry has now lasted 
over two years. Praise God for the Society. This is the longest continuous 
ministry since 1963! 

The church group is small, but what we lack in quantity, we more than 
make up in quality. We thank God that here we have people who are very 
much for Him. The church here is not a story about buildings, nor of dramatic 
progress — it's a story of people. 

There are people like Charlie Phillott — the man who, in a parched land, 
saw an oasis emerge. You see, a wool classer wrote to Charlie just before the 
great drought in the '60s and said prophetically that the drought was coming 
and that Charlie should prepare for it. About the same time a book came 
Charlie's way on "Keyline Irrigation". In the midst of the drought Charlie 
began to build his irrigation system, and saw the oasis come in the parched 
land. 
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Geoff Dawson George Hobson 

There is also Arthur Jackson, a young grazier. He says, "As a person 
working on the land, often isolated for weeks from other people apart from 
my own family, it is quite easy to become completely involved in my own 
problems. Very often I only to turn to God in times of want, e.g. comfort after 
the loss of a dear relative, or relief from a long drought. A question I often ask 
myself is 'how can one be a grazier and a Christian at the same time?'. I know 
this is my calling in life and that I am aiding the community indirectly, but it 
often seems the most selfish of professions. The church, therefore, often 
becomes my only continuing link with the community and the means of 
serving others directly. I am sure that there are other people on the land who 
feel this way. If the church in Winton were to die, this link wouldbe broken. I 
thank God that through B.C.A. His work is being continued here!" 

Geoff Dawson, a main roads engineer says, "Winton is a place where one 
could lose contact with God. It is a community where there is special need for 
the leadership and guidance of the clergy because there is no strong 
established fellowship of Christians. Without this leadership, I feel that our 
time here could easily have been a period of decline in our faith and commit-
ment to God. The fact is that our faith has grown and strengthened through 
our fellowship with Gil and Marj Linden and we praise God for the work of the 
Bush Church Aid Society which has made it possible for them to be here at 
this time." 

Lastly there is George Hobson, an old man, retired after years out beyond 
the Diamantina and other places. Like most old timers, he has a fund of 
stories with a moral to them. On one occasion, with some others, he was 
droving a mob of horses out near Birdsville and there were two ways to get 
there, viz. a short cut through the sandhills or the long way round by the road. 
They decided on the short-cut and in between the two dunes they found a 
grave. On the rough headstone was the man's name and the strange epitaph 
— "It is better to believe in God than man". Later George asked a local man 
the meaning. He was told that one night this fellow was a little the worse for 
wear and said to his equally wayward mates, "I'm going to walk to Birdsville 
— show me the way." Jokingly they said, "through the sand hills". Later they-
found his body. If he had taken the long road — God had provided water 
there. 

There are no short cuts in ministry in the far west of Queensland. That 
epitaph has a biblical ring about it. One knows in one's heart that "with man it 
is impossible, but with God all things are possible". 



from 
the 

Federal 
Secretary 

Recently one of our nursing staff 
was travelling by train from her 
location. She felt a sudden pain in 
her back and then in her legs. It felt 
as though she was bitten but all that 
she and her companion could find 
was an ant. Her name is not revealed 
here to save embarrassment. 

Swelling followed and then such a 
breathlessness that her companion 
became very worried. The conductor 
was called to help find a doctor. No 
doctor was on the train. There were 
four asthmatic folk. The nursing 
sister took some of their tablets and, 
presently, could breathe more easily. 
At Port Pirie a doctor was consulted 
who quickly put the nurse at ease for 
the rest of the journey. 

What has this got to do with the 
Gospel? On the face of it, nothing. 
Yet it is the framework. One 
experience of many. Some would 
say, "why bother with the dust, heat 
and flies when you can preach, teach 
and heal here and to so many more 
people?" 

Surely the outback cannot be as 
fruitful as "St. Samaria". Did Philip 
tell the Holy Spirit that the Gaza 
Desert was too hot, especially to 
chase the chariot? Or was one person 
too few? Pray that more may heed 

the Spirit's call to give very real help, 
to tell others the good news, despite 
the framework of the incon-
veniences. 

Praise God for those who do serve 
and keep on serving in "remote 
Australia". Not that they think it is 
remote "out there". Grace is given 
for all kinds of hardships. Conversely, 
however, it is amazing how ordinary 
incidents in the outback touch 
people with the reality of the 
conditions. The relating of 
incidentals makes folk feel part of the 
family of B.C.A. 

Some years ago, I became stuck in 
a dry creek where the water flowed 
out of sight. The sand was soft and 
the banks were steep. I would not 
have tackled it if I had not known 
that the "locals" crossed it. 
Following tracks freshly made, I 
found myself "bogged" (little did I 
know) in the very holes, now hidden, 
where a three ton truck driven by 
novices had been stuck a few days 
before. Working for six hours I 
progressed six feet up the bank. I 
could see I would not get through in 
time to fulfil my appointment at 
Zaothus. I would walk in and then 
continue by rail down the line. They 
became long miles, thirteen and a 
half of them, as I carried a car battery 
(for my projector), my service 
material and a few personal things. 
The editor of the "Real Australian" 
told me how many folk were touched 
by that "ordinary day" in the 
outback. I hope it did not frighten 
anyone from service. 

Your friend, 
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THE B.C.A. 
PRAYER 

Lord our God, help us to remem-
ber those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask You to 
bless those whom You have called 
into the fellowship of The Bush 
Church Aid Society. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming love 
may be proclaimed, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

0 God, we remember before You 
those whom You have called to 
Your service. We ask You to bless 

, assure 
them of Your Presence, and call 
others to stand wi th them in the 
task. Grant to them, as to us, the 
joy of service, the abil ity to achieve, 
and the serenity of Your peace, Tor 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 

A DAILY 
PRAYER 



PRAYER CALENDAR AND FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Darwin — Coryn O'Nians (NungaJinya College). 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. H. A. J. Witt. 
2 Kununurra — The Revd. Royce and Mrs. Susan Thompson. 
3 Derby — The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Ann Robins. 
4 Newman — The Revd. Dalba Primmer, Port Hedland (grant). The Revd. Kevin Hall. 
5 Dampier — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Jocelyn Ross. 
6 Paraburdoo — The Revd. Graham and Mrs. Helen Thurley. 
7 Exmouth — vacant. 
8 Murchison — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. John Hoare. 
9 Geraldton — Mr. Stan and Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston — Diocesan Administrator. 

DIOCESE OF PERTH. The Most Revd. G. T. Sambell. 
10 Kalgoorlie and Kambalda — grant. The Revd. Canon Norman Apthorpe. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. B. S. Rosier. 
11 Cook Hospital — Pat Watts — one vacancy. 
12 Tarcoola Hospital — Kay Trappel — one vacancy. 
13 Coober Pedy Hospital — Carol Allen and Michelle Blondel. 
14 Coober Pedy — The Revd. Kerry and Mrs. Julieanne Medway. 
15 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis McEwin. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. R. E. Davies. 
16 Zeehan — vacant. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
17 Broken Hill Boys' Hostel — Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Judy Brown. 
18 Menindee — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 
19 Wilcannia — The Revd. David and Mrs. Carlene Eastway. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
20 Ashford-Delungra-Tingha — The Revd. Noel and Mrs. Desley Boyce. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. J. B. R. Grindrod. 
21 Winton — The Revd. Gil and Mrs. Marjorie Linden. 
22 Blackwater — The Revd. Stephen and Mrs. Pam Rigby. 

DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. H. T. U. Jamieson. 
23 Weipa — The Revd. Malcolm and Mrs. Chris Babbage. 

FEDERAL SECRETARY 
24 The Revd. Theo Hayman. 

STATE OFFICES 
25 N.S.W. The Revd. Wakely Wade, Laurie Calder, Eric Atkin, Miss Doris Smith, Mesdames 

Joy O'Neill, Dora Warwick and Nina Allan. 
26 VICTORIA. The Revd. Barry Green, Miss Rosemary Renouf. 
27 QUEENSLAND. The Revd. Greg Ezzy (Deputationist and Secretary). 

W.A. The Revd. Ted Doncaster (Deputationist). 
28 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Blair Grace. 

GENERAL 
29 Staff Replacements, The Council, State Committees. 
30 Box Secretaries, B.C.A. Supporters. 
31 National Home Mission Fund. 

CHRISTMAS AND . . . 

The Revd. Bill Hoare, Mt. Magnet, W.A. 

IQ THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

TOOTHACHE! And the nearest dentist over two hundred miles away. That 
in itself was bad enough, but it only just begins the story. 

Plans had been made and everybody throughout the parish of the 
Murchison notified of the Christmas services. It was a tight schedule, but the 
plan allowed for most of the services to take place either on Christmas Eve or 
on Christmas Day. The only exception was at Yalgoo, with the service on 
Thursday, December 23rd. But that aching tooth was beginning to cause me 
to lose interest in most of my surroundings. There was just time to get to 
Geraldton and still start the long journey that I had planned — but I know that 
I react adversely to dental treatment. I would be feeling very much "under the 
weather" for a few days afterward. The only other alternative that I could 
think of was to obtain some "pain killers" and set off as planned and that is 
what eventually we did. I say "we" because both Joan and our youngest son, 
Jonathan, were to come with me. So started our fourth Christmas journey 
around the Murchison parish. Then the other alternative happened — the one 
that I had hardly hoped for, and yet the one that we had prayed for — the 
ache just disappeared!! Not just the ache, but even the memory of it! For 
three days while we drove over 1500 kilometres of gravel roads, there was 
nothing to remind me of the tooth that had lost its filling. 

"There is something about Christmas", and that is especially true in the 
bush. Some families journeyed nearly 150 kilometres to attend a service and 
to enjoy the fellowship of neighbours and close friends who may well live 300 
kilometres or more away. After a celebration of Holy Communion on the lawn 
of a station, we went on north to Wiluna where the service was to commence 
at 7 p.m. I was surprised and made joyful, for the small church was filled to 
overflowing and it was the happiest event of the season for the small town. 
Eventually we were on our way to Meekatharra, there to celebrate with many 
others the birth of Jesus at the Christmas midnight service. The very dry 
winter in the Murchison has meant that many of the roads are crumbling and 
contain many patches of dry sand and fine dust. Sealing out the dust 
becomes a major problem when travelling and many times during that trip we 
gave thanks to B.C.A. for providing the air-conditioning in the van. We were 
able to arrive fresh and reasonably clean even after fourteen hours of driving. 

With the service over, the greetings and good wishes exchanged, the 
congregation wished us good night and safe travelling and left us to go on our 
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MOVING ON 

Church and rectory at Mt. Magnet 

way. The van had given faultless service, never a moment of anxiety or 
trouble with 82,000 kilometres on the clock. Now, outside the empty church 
in Meekatharra at 2 a.m. on Christmas morning it refused to start. All was 
normal until the starter was switched on, then all power disappeared. At that 
time of the morning there were no street lights on, and to make matters worse 
I discovered that the emergency torch had flat batteries (I had checked it 
before we started). However, I managed to find the trouble and by three 
o'clock we were on our way again, but we were weary. We spent that night 
by the side of the road, sleeping as best we could for a couple of hours and 
then at daybreak made our way to our friends who had offered us a bed. 

It was a family scene, repeated in thousands of homes throughout the 
Christian world very early on Christmas morning. Children laughing, running, 
making noises with their new found gifts, happy children and a happy Mum 
and Dad. "Joy to the World!" 

Amazing what a shower and a little food will do! — so we were ready for 
the rest of Christmas Day. Cue was not too far, an easy drive and I was at the 
church first. Five minutes to eight and only one there — three minutes later 
we were packed to the doors! 

There is an organ at Cue and someone to play it. Carols were sung and 
once again there was joy in the worship of the people. Greetings and good 
wishes were exchanged and we were on our way to our last call, Mount 
Magnet. The service was timed for 10.30 a.m. 

So, finally in an old and dying town, on Christmas Day, we were reminded 
again of Almighty God's plan for us and of His love in Christ. 

That afternoon we slept. It was hot and when I woke up I found that my 
tooth was aching again. 

P.S. It was taken out in Perth on the following Thursday! 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

Like a pioneer corps B.C.A. must be on the move according to direction 
and new challenges. In each diocese, the Bishop has the right of nomination 
to any mission areas so that whenever a missioner resigns, B.C.A. can never 
presume to place another missioner unless it is the wish of the Bishop. This is 
the way of the Anglican Church, and B.C.A. is very grateful for opportunities 
of mission and witness which have been provided. 

• Mostly we move on because of self support becoming possible either 
immediately or in the near future. Thus we have moved from Nightcliff in 
Darwin. Deaconess Pam Crew was originally working with the Nightcliff 
Church but following the cyclone she was asked to return to help in both 
parishes in Darwin. With the formation of a third parish, Pam, who will 
continue to live in Darwin with her husband, Richard, will no longer be on 
salary. Many have spoken of the fine work Pam has done with the youth, in 
schools and in visitation. We are indeed grateful for her ministry. 

• The Reverend Albert and Mrs. Lareine Sage have served for three years 
at Townview (Mt. Isa) Qld. Here the Bishop considers a "finishing grant" 
adequate. This, with local resources, should tide the mission area over until 
they are fully self supporting. Albert had a ready rapport with town and 
country folk alike. He was always interested in people. The Sages have gone 
to Springvale in Victoria. 

• Our stay in Kambalda (W.A.) and Moranbah (Qld.) has been worthwhile 
though comparatively short. Again in Kambalda/Norseman, we are to give a 
grant to aid a diocesan appointment as the Reverend Arthur and Mrs. Anne 
Horrex move to Rockdale (Sydney). Arthur worked very hard, particularly 
among youth, having a group for almost every age. As the Reverend Brian 
and Mrs. Margaret Gibson move from Moranbah, the Bishop will be 
responsible for the next appointment. Brian has been used of God to draw 
folk into the Kingdom. 

• We are very grateful indeed to all of these and to others who are to be 
replaced. The Reverend Keith and Mrs. Monica Wheeler served for four years 
in the large district of Kununurra. Keith had a wonderful ministry especially 
among Aborigines. The Reverend Robin Burnand, we hope, is only away for a 
time. He is being replaced at Derby. The Reverend Bertram and Mrs. Thelma 
Wrightson of Exmouth are retiring. Bert was born in the B.C.A. parish of 
Denmark (W.A.). It is not very often we have men retiring from the field after 
many years of ministry. 

Continued on page 15 
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• Readers will see that the map and 
Prayer Calendar (pages 9 and 10) 
have been amended in accordance 
with the location and staff changes 
which have occurred since last issue. 
We draw great encouragement from 
the assurances which we receive 
from many friends of the Society of 
their continuing support of all the 
work in prayer. 
• Over the years the Society has 
been encouraged by the support 
which comes from parishes. In 1976 
the Parish of St. John's, East 
Willoughby (Sydney Diocese) 
provided a total of $1,800 for our 
work. This amount included $1,000 
sent direct to the Reverend Chris 
Clerke in Menindee for use in his 
parish. We are grateful to the Rector, 
Church officers and parishioners of 
St. John's, East Willoughby for this 
help which they have so willingly 
given. 
• The market for used postage 
stamps doesn't diminish. During 
1976 our total income from the sale 
of stamps was $1,170. This amount 
represents a great volume of support 
from folk who give us stamps and it 
comes as a result of a great deal of 
work by Miss Unwin and her helpers. 
We are grateful for the help of 
everyone in this matter and our hope 
is that this note will encourage our 
friends to keep the flow of stamps 
coming to us. 
• When the Reverend Chris Clerke 
returned to Menindee after taking 
part in the B.C.A. Country Con-

ference in October last, he took with 
him in his 'plane the man in whose 
honour it is named — the Reverend 
Leonard Daniels. For Mr. Daniels this 
was the beginning of a "nostalgic 
journey" through a part of the area 
and to places in which he had 
ministered back in the 1920s. 
• The Sydney Women's Auxiliary 
organises a series of prayer meetings 
for the work of B.C.A. These are held 
in various parts of Sydney in the 
homes of friends of the Society. 
Those interested in attending the 
meetings can find out about 
locations by 'phoning the office 
(26-3164). If anyone would like to 
begin such a meeting in their home, 
information can be obtained by 
'phoning Mrs. McLaughlin (82-1072) 
or Mr. Laurie Calder (26-3164). 
• There was a very encouraging 
response to the appeal for voluntary 
workers which appeared in our last 
issue. Are we too hopeful to think 
that there might be the same kind of 
reponse to the appeal appearing 
above for folk to arrange prayer 
groups? 
• In recent weeks the Society lost 
two firm friends with the passing of 
Miss Zillah Mumford and Mrs. Blax-
land. Miss Mumford gave long and 
invaluable service in the Mail Bag 
Sunday School and also as a 
member of the Women's Auxiliary in 
Sydney. Mrs. Blaxland of Warrimoo, 
with her husband, had a long 
standing interest in and concern for 
B.C.A. which included service as Box 

Secretary for many years. We extend 
our sincere sympathy to all the 
relatives of our two friends. 
• Once again we had a very 
encouraging response for the Christ-
mas Appeal. It was not long after the 
Appeal letters had been posted that 
replies began to come in. We are 
most grateful to all who responded 
and draw encouragement from the 
interest reflected in this ready 
response. 
• We hope that all our supporters 
will be very much in prayer for the 
needs we have of replacement staff. 
They are particularly for nurses in 
South Australia and for missioners at 
Zeehan in Tasmania and Exmouth in 
the Diocese of North West Australia. 
• Boxholders — if there is no Box 

Secretary in your area and your box 
has not been cleared for some time, 
you may like to open it yourself and 
forward a cheque or money order to 
the office. We will then send you a 
receipt and a new label for the box. 
• Roslyn Schrader is one to whom 
we are most grateful, especially for 
her service at Cook Hospital. At the 
present time Roslyn is studying 
Hospital Accounting but has assured 
us that she will be ready to relieve in 
any place where there is a need, 
particularly for staff to have holidays. 
• At the Sydney Rally this year 
Laurie Calder will present his new 
audio visual — "Only God can make 
a tree". This will centre around his 
visit to the Diocese of North West 
Australia. 

MOVING ON — Continued from page 13. 

• With their boys leaving school and finding board difficult in the city, Mr. 
Jim and Mrs. Ruth Stocks are leaving the Hostel at Broken Hill. The task of 
looking after so many boys, dealing with parents and generally maintaining 
the hostel is no small one — Jim and Ruth Stocks have done the job faithfully 
and have kept a very high spiritual tone throughout. 

• We are indeed grateful to Sister Carol Ann Mauger who served at 
Coober Pedy; Sister Elizabeth Brierley from Cook and Mrs. Elizabeth Hake 
who helped at Tarcoola. Mrs. Hake is one of the "versatile" people and filled 
in wherever needed. At the same time she added a real "kitchen/garden/ 
friendship" ministry which has borne fruit ever since. 

• The Reverend Reg Langshaw is retiring from the active ministry and 
from the Society. It has been greatly to the advantage of B.C.A. to have Mr. 
Langshaw serve with us since October, 1974. 

Having been a missioner in Wilcannia in the '30s, he has been interested in 
the Society for most of his ministry. His ability to communicate over the radio 
and through the "Real Australian" has been appreciated by many of our 
members. His valuable experience in the ministry has brought a quality 
greatly to the benefit of the Society. Mr. Langshaw has been able to meet 
many clergy through deputations and through Rural Deanery meetings. 
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